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astonishment. Some one remarked well, that not deficient in the requisites for graceful and 



few will sympathise in feelii 
not un derstand without a scholiast ; and in truth, 
though hitherto vain enough to consider our- 
selves somewhat learned in the tongues, we have 
been often driven to our Lexicon for interpre- 
tation of the various Hebraisms, Graecisms, 
Latinising, and other " sesquipedalia verba," 
with which, as with weeds, the structure and 
spirit of this poem is overgrown, and its real 
worth and beauty much obscured. Does Mr. 
Phillips wish to model himself on the style of 
another century ? Does he aspire after the 
ltboured and ornate diction of Henry More, 
or Sir Thomas Browne, or other writers "of 
that time, who, in endeavouring to avoid the 
stupid dismal style of the puritans on the one 
hand, and the affected, elaborate, conceited 
spirit of the euphuists on the other, struck un- 
fortunately into offensive peculiarities, nearly as 
far removed from taste and good sense as either? 
If so, then he must procure some contemporary 
lexicographer to do that service for him and 
" his public," which the worthy and indefati- 
gable Henry Cockeram undertook for the 
"works of the authors above-mentioned, when 
he published his dictionary " to the understand- 
ing of the more difficult authors, already 
printed in our language, and the more speedy 
attaining of an elegant perfection of the 
English tongue, both in reading, speaking, 
and writing." But we anticipate no such ne- 
cessity. Mr. Phillips is a young man, with 
powers far above " the mob of gentlemen who 
write with ease ;" and his faults are, for the 
most part, those so common to genius, before 
true notions of taste prevail. A practised ear, 
and a cultivated taste, will, in time, show him 
the uselessness of mere sound and verbiage, 
and will teach him to discard those laboured 
ornaments, which only disfigure the simple 
majesty of his original conceptions, with that 
obsolete phraseology, which, though it may be 
very fine, is very hard to construe, and so ex- 
'clusively antique as to be wearisome, we will 
not say unintelligible, to a mere English reader. 
When these errors of taste are laid aside, we 
shall be glad to acknowledge the spirit and 
vigour of his genius ; for he has much strength 
of mind, and many fine conceptions, if he 
would only embody them in a way more con- 
genial to the sympathies and understandings of 
men. 

The third book opens with the following : — 

** How sweet at roornhljg to exalt the soul 
On wings of early orison! to send 
The bottom's own pure frankincense abroad, 
While nature's matin to the chrystal porch 
Of empyrean riseth ! to expand 
Religion's blossom amaranthine fair 
Towards God's day-beam! Id quick faith serene, 
To make essay on the everlasting gates, 
With key ethereal, pious pray'r divine, 
How sweet at morning !" 

Now, there are in this many bright touches, 
the result of pure and exquisite feeling; but 
there is an excessive complication of words, 
and restraint of language, which renders the 
sentiments that would have been in simple Ian 
guage, lofty and glowing — formal and decla- 
matory. Thus, throughout this poem, many 
-passages of power and feeling are marred by 
the language of the poet. We are not speak- 
ing generally. Considerable portions of the 
work are, in a great measure, free from that 
harsh redundant speech, and show that the 
singularity of construction of which we com- 
plain, must be the effect of caprice, rather 
than of principle, for Mr. Phillips assuredly is 



harmonious writing. The description of the 
glory of Jehovah, as revealed to Moses on 
Mount Sinai, is very fine : — 

" In robes of living light, 
Before Jehovah, so eAiilgent he, 
That mortal sense had fancied hum resolved 
As 'twere to featured empyrean fire. 
His glowing hands the Tables of the Law, 
Tenacious held, and from his upward eye 
Flash'd pious ecstacy. Replete arose 
The fragraut sweets of calamus, and stacte, 
Perfume balsamic, and redolent spice. 
Effused in ether. Twice ten thousand forms 
Of angel ordeTS their aspects serene — 
In glorious dignity of place around 
Reveal'd resplendent. To each beaming head, 
In beauty sculptured, was a diamond tiar, 
Adorning and adorn 'd. Their quivering harps, 
And sweet recorders, waken'd into sound, 
Breathe paeans joyous, and the silvery strains 
Concordant float through aromatic air. 
The changeful iris of their glancing wings 
Enamell'd space, and gave the features rude 
Of Sinai's solitude for once to smile 
Imputed radiance. The increate Himself, 
'Mid these imparadised, apart from all, 
Is present proximate, and gracing earth, 
In blest perfection immaterial shows. 
Such awful nature, so transcending thought, 
Access of sense refuseth ; but the soul, 
With stronger vision gifted, could perceive 
His shrouded glory. The portentous sight 
O'er Moses' spirit sublimate and rapt, 
Emits beatitude. Thus, all in all, 
The Almighty stood impalpable on high, 
Benevolence breathing upon heaven and earth, 
And all created. A redoubled bright 
Suffused his angels, aiid the human form, 
Entranced resolving solid into soul, 
Had nigh upsprang upon immoral wings, 
Aud coped with cherubim. The smile reflect 
Of God propitious each seraphic shape 
Arrays in splendour. Unimagined joy 
Most rapturous mantles on the precious air. 
And all is radiant as an issuing beam 
From out the cycle of solstitial morn." 

In conclusion, we have only to say, that on 
the whole, Mr. Phillips has shown a sufficient 
foundation for considerable poetical fame. In 
what we have said of his errors, we trust we 
have spoken with respect : we would encourage 
his early aspirations after excellency, and stimu- 
late him to farther patient and unwearied exer- 
tion. Let him not be disheartened, if the recep- 
tion of his poem chance to be but lukewarm : 
immediate success depends on adventitious cir- 
cumstances. Let him not wax faint in his ex- 
ertions after fame: if, disdaining vulgar 



Nova Scotia, as to soil and climate, pos- 
sesses many features similar to the neighbour- 
ing states of new England. . Their geographi- 
cal positions differ little, and the disadvantages 
that might be supposed to affect the former 
from its more northern situation, (which is, 
however, but one or two degrees of latitude,) 
may be supposed to be compensated by the 
contiguity of all its parts to the ocean. Under 
such similar circumstances, the progress of the 
two districts in the career of civilization, the 
one under the influence of republican, the other 
under that of aristocratical institutions, will 
furnish something useful towards the specula- 
tions of the theorist, and, if the film of pre- 
judice could be removed from the eye of 
the practical politician, would not be without 
its use towards the introduction of mutual im- 
provements in both countries. 

The population of Nova Scotia was intro- 
duced there at various times, and under very dif- 
ferent circumstances. It was originally, as far 
as Europe is concerned, a French settlement ; 
few, however, of the descendants of that nation 
remain. Shortly afterwards, when it fell under 
British domination, a colony of Germans was 
sent thither, which still retains the rigid pecu- 
liarities of their aboriginal stock ; settlers from 
the British islands have also emigrated thither 
in great numbers, and more particularly during 
the last few years, when its great geological 
resources have made it one of the favourite, 
and perhaps one of the most encouraging, 
among mining speculations. Besides these, a 
few of the native Indians are to be found in a 
state of decline, nearly approaching to annihi- 
lation, as are also some emancipated Negroes 
from the United States, who do not appear to 
have benefited much from the acquisition of 
the abstract blessing of liberty ; last, though 
not least conspicuous, the restless bustling 
American, is also to be found here in numbers 
not inconsiderable. 

The different classes of settlers intermingle 
little, each seems to have his particular district 
in which he retains the peculiarities of hi* 
mother soil, tinged and diversif-ed by the local 



on the strength of his genius alone, he may 
feel assured that his " final hope " will be far 
from " flat despair." 

Mr. William Phillips is, we believe, an 
Irishman, and brother of Mr. Charles Phillips, 
the well-known barrister. 



sources and extravagant peculiarities, he rest ■ circumstances of the place. The characteristic 

features of society in each, are shewn to us 1 |V 
Captain Moorsom, with the minuteness of a 
visitant, and the accuracy of a sound observer ; 
we select that of the French, because it ap- 
pears to us the most picturesque, shewing ma")' 
of the amiable points of the habitudes 01 tfcit 
nation, in what we believe to be their true 
colouring, when untarnished by the demora- 
lizing contact of an overgrowu state of society* 
and the overgrown population of a metropolis 
" The settlement of Clare, of which the 
Roman Catholic chapel is the nucleus, extend* 
for about thirty miles along the shores «■ 
Saint Mary's Bay. The population is aim 08 ' 
entirely Acadian-French, and deserves particu- 
lar mention not only from its origin, but for tb* 
distinct and peculiarly interesting features * 
displays. The number of families compris" 1 !* 
the pastor's immediate flock is about tbre 
hundred and thirty, giving a total of nearly W* 
thousand five hundred souls ; about thirty '* 
milies also reside in the township of Dig"? ' 
and at Tusket, below the town of Yanno" 4 '' 
are nearly two hundred families more; »* 
whole being included in the cure of the A "j* 
Segoigne. Perhaps it is to a sojourn in H" 
out-quarters of Ireland that I owe, in com™ " 
with many others, the uncharitable feel'™* 
which leads us to associate a Roman Cathor* 



Letters from Nova Scotia ; comprising Sketches 
of a young Country, by Captain Moorsom, 
Svo. Colburn and Bentley, London. 

Captain Moorsom's book will be read with 
great satisfaction, by those who wish to acquire 
a general knowledge of the state of Nova 
Scotia. It is precisely what its title professes, 
a series of unpretending sketches, by a man, 
who observes not profoundly, but yet accu- 
rately, and it is to us an additional recom- 
mendation that he always seems to take the 
cheery side of the prospect. 

To a person unsettled in his future arrange- 
ment for domestic location, and who is waver- 
ing as to which of the thirty-two points of the 
civilized world he shall 'veer, this book will 
afford information as well as amusement ; and 
not to him only, but to the .philosophic mind, 
which loves to dwell on the progress of civili- 
zation under different circumstances, it presents 
materials for serious meditation. 
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was almost equally conversant with eitlier. sion, not to exceed, however, a certain number 
The French of la vieiUe France is perfectly of days. The natural effects of this consi- 
understood by them; and one whose ear has derate act, is, that ample discussion is given 
been accustomed to the patois of that country, to every subject at the commencement of their 
would have no difficulty in understanding theirs, sittings, but that when the period of remunera- 
It is however far more corrupted than that of tive labour draws to a close, as much business 
the Canadians, and has become still farther is done in one day as employed their honours 
changed by many grammatical misapplications, tbrec, to talk about during the earlier part, 

" The costume of the women is preserved in , and the session forthwith closes, 
greater purity than I have ever observed among , But we must conclude our notice of this little 
the settlements of the East Coast. The coiffe, j work of small pretensions but real utility, and 
a blue or white handkerchief, covers the head, : we shall only point the attention of our readers 
and is tied under the chin. The little children,! to Captain Moorsom's account of the decay of 
who are muffled up in this manner at all seasons, I the town of Shelburne, which though written 
look almost smothered on a hot summer's day. ] respecting settlers of the year 1783, and des- 
A ribband is bound round the forehead, under jcriptive of movements and feelings in the 
which a few short and remarkably thin curls western hemisphere, may furnish wholesome 
are suffered to escape in front, and two ringlets J warnings to emigrators in prospectu in the year 
equally thin fall down on each side. A little j 1830, who propose to direct the current of 
hob-jacket of linen cloth, checked blue-and- j their movements to that antipodal and gigantic 
white, with a high waist, is covered, at the sphere of settlement, where, unless they rumi- 
shoulders with a white or coloured hundker-jnate deeply on such warnings, they will find, 
chief, pinned neatly behind. The petticoat is too late perhaps, like the squirrel in the fable, 
usually dark blue, of coarse woollen homespun, 1 that sunshine docs not always gild the pros- 
made very large, and gathered in folds at the'pects of the western world, 
waist all round. Blue stockings, (as if iu ■ — ... 



priest with imaginary phantoms of dark-scow- 
ling mortals wrapt up in bigotry and black 
garments, or intent on the means of retaining 
in slavish ignorance, and moulding into a 
handle of political anarchy, ^the quick percep- 
tions and high-wrought passions of a warm- 
hearted peasantry. How pure, how redeeming 
an architype in the reverse of this image is the 
worthy Cure of Montaigau ! Born and edu 
cated in France, M. Segoigne emigrated from 
that country when revolutionary suspicion 
threatened the lives of all whose virtues were 
inimical to the views of the ruling democrats, 
and for the last thirty years has devoted his 
attention exclusively to the welfare of these 
children of Acadia. Buried in this retreat 
from all the thoughts and habits of the polished 
world, he yet retains the urbanity of the old 
French school ; or rather, I apprehend, pos- 
sesses that natural excellence of disposition 
which gives to urbanity its intrinsic value. 
He is at once the priest, the lawyer, and 
the judge of his people ; he has seen most 
of them rise up to manhood around him, or ac- 
company his own decline in the vale of years : 
the unvarying steadiness of his conduct has 

gained equally their affection and respect : to mockery of the notions we attach to the bos 
him, therefore, it is that they apply in their .blett,) and low shoes of black leather, without 
mutual difficulties; from him thev look for binding or ornament, complete the dress of the 
judgment to decide their little matters of dis- j females. The men are not so peculiar in this Remarks occasioned by Mr. Moore s Nottces of 
pute. Eleven years ago, a case between two j respect : a sailor's jacket and trowsers compose j Lord liyron s l.ije. 

Acadians belonging to this settlement came on . their ordinary dress ; and their dark eye and . This little pamphlet is supposed to be from the 
for trial before the Supreme Court. From | olive-brown complexion, together with an oc- pen ot Lady Noel Byron, and is certainly puli- 
some informality, the cause was nonsuited : it ! casional bonnet rouge are the only characteristics listied under her sanction. It purports to be 
was not again brought forward ; and since j that recall to the memory aught we have seen a vindication of the lady's parents from certain 
that time there is no instance of a law-suit j on the coasts of Brittany or banks of the Ga- charges or insinuations contained in Mr. 
from Montaigan appearing on the records of ronne. Their labour is divided between sea' Moore's book, which she " knows to be false." 
the judicial circuit." and land ; they build their own shallops, (of The imputation laid by Moore is, that Lady 

which the construction is peculiarly well- \ Byron having quitted her husband without any 
adapted to this squally coast,) and in these quarrel or misunderstanding, on a short visit 
vessels carry on the fisheries to a limited ex- to her parents, was by them moved and insti- 
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" In practical traits of social morality, they 
shine pre-eminent. Their community is in 

some respects like that of a large family, tent off the provincial shores, or transport their gated to demand a formal separation from him 

" ■ agricultural produce to the market of their and did, in point of fact, never return. 



Should one of their members be left a widow 
without any immediate protector or means of 
support, her neighbours unite their labours in 
tilling her land, securing the crops, and cutting 
her winter-fuel. Instances of a second mar- 
riage are rare among them. Children who 
may become orphans are always taken into the 
families of their relations or friends, who make 
no distinction between them and their own off- 
spring. 

" Intermarriages between the Acadians and 
British settlers very seldom takeplace. ' Why,' 
said a friend of mine, to a young Acadimne, — 
' why do you keep the English at such a dis- 
tance ? you never give them a chance of run- 
ning off with any of you." — ' Ah,' replied 
Ma'inselle Teriot, in her native patois, ' per- 
haps the English don't try.' 

" The difference of language, however, is 
rather an awkward bar to surmount in the ad- 
vances of intimacy, and is quite sufficient to 
give colour to the young lady's implied ac- 
cusation. A small auberge near Sissiboo is 
Kept by an Englishman, who has been bolder 
than the rest of his countrymen, and has carried 
°ff a prize from the flock of Montaigan. I 
I>assed the night at his house, and was amused, 
nut like Miss Letitia Ramsbottom, that little 
■Wys should speak French, but to observe half 
a dozen children chattering to their mother in 
that language, and then running to their father 
with a Uttle tale in English : they invariably 
maintained this distinction, never speaking to 
their parents, except in the native language of 



- . Lady 

commercial capital, Saint Jean, in New Bruns- Byron replies by removing all concern in the 
wick. Their lands are of good quality, al- matter from her parents, and taking the whole 

though not equal to the rich alluvium of the responsibility of her conduct upon herself. 

Annapolis valley and upper shores of the Bay She says she thought her husband was mad, 
of Fundy : they pay a good deal of attention and therefore parted from him in the mostami- 
to its culture ; and their crops, chiefly potatoes cable manner, that she might not further irri- 
and barley, at the time I saw them, looked tatc and aggravate his disease ; but when she 
cleaner and in better order than those on most was assured by lawyers and physicians con- 
of the other small farms." ■ suited for the purpose that he was not mad, 

At Yarmouth," continues the traveller, she determined never again to put herself 
on leaving this pleasing scene of primitive within his power. To satisfy herself of the 
manners, " we come to a very different place, propriety of this line of conduct, she disclosed 
and may almost fancy ourselves in some rising to Dr. Lnshiugton, in professional confidence, 
village of the eastern states of America." — If the ground;, of her determination. We per- 
the reader has, what we have not at present, ccive by the public prints, that the lovers of 
time for the investigation, we would re- , scandal and tittle-tattle, tax her ladyship with 
commend him to examine the contrast as des-: not being sufficiently explicit in her disclosures 
cribed by the author. j to the public : no doubt they would be highly 

As to the nature of the government, aAd the i gratified to rake into the uttermost depths of 
forms of its administration, the reader will be : the disgusting secret ; but for our parts we 
much amused by the description of the pigmy i join most heartily in Uncle Toby's decision on 
imitation of British legislature. A governor a delicate subject of another nature, namely, 
or lieutenant governor, towering high above that the parties concerned should have wiped 
his fellows in all the majesty of military rank it up and said nothing about it. We subjoin 
and ample salary — an upper house, imaged Dr. Lushington's reply to Lady Byron's con- 
forth by a council of twelve nominated by hisjfidential communication, which we think con- 
Excellency, and consequently possessing a suffi- j tains every thing the public are concerned to 
cient share of ex-qfficio influence — aud a house j know, in a question of a strictly domestic and 
of assembly formed of about forty represen- • exceedingly painful nature : 
tatives from the several locations, constitute «« My dear Lady Byron — I can rely upon 
the legislative body. The first act of the last- \ the accuracy of my memory for the following 
named, and in our eyes most influential portion, I statement. I was originally consulted by Lady 
„ D is to vote themselves a daily salary of a pound Noel on your behalf, whilst you were in the 

OBch, although the mother, in this instance, 'each for their own attendance during the ses- country; the circumstance* detailed by her 



